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First published in 1969, this book was originally designed to serve as a guide and source of

information for undergraduate courses in agrostology. Experience has shown, however, that its

documentation of facts, theories, and hypotheses and its literature citations also make it eminently

suitable for graduate studies and systematic grass research. Principal emphasis has been placed

on the structure and growth of the grass plant and on the characteristics of the grass genera of the

United States. Discussion of tribes and subfamilies relates particularly to grasses of subtropical and

temperate North America, but reference is also made to worldwide representatives of these groups.

The listings of genera and higher taxa are in phylogenetic sequence, and the key to U.S. genera is

based on the most readily observable characters of the inflorescence. Information has been brought

up to date in this edition, and studies in biochemical development of grasses, C3 and C4

relationships, and taxonomy have been included to reflect changes in agrostology since the original

edition was written.
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